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Public debates




Public debates are more than public monologues.




Public debates are more than public monologues.

We need to
knock down
barriers in
order to --

Yes, but what we really need to

talk about is %E@&%E‘Eg g
the banks.
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Public debates are more than public monologues.

breaking up
the banks.

Do you have any
actual strategies for

breaking U

the @@%gg or is
that just your talking
oint?
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Dataset:

z'l/ztellzge;fzcez

DEBATES

J08 debates, ~90 minutes each

http://intelligencesquaredus.org/
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Dataset:

Millennials don't
stand a chance
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Millennials
don’'t stand
a chance!

Actually,
they do...
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Do millennials
stand a chance?
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DEBATES
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Dataset:

(before)
For: 18%
Agaéngt: 47%
Undecided: 35%
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DEBATES
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Dataset:

(after)
For: 38%
Against: 52%
Undecided: 10%
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DEBATES

Dataset:

****For: %2@%

Against: +5%
Undecided: -25%



Dataset:
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DEBATES
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introduction
(7 min / speaker)

B

discussion

(~30 min)




Conversation Flow: Talking Points
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discussion




Conversation Flow: Talking Points

duction [ discussion |

reality

intro

debt

The boomer generation is now at a 32%
college completion rate.

engaged
Millennials volunteer more than
any other generation

economy




Conversation Flow: Discussion Points

[Millennials havel an incredible
advantage [...] when it comes to social
media [...] because [they arel

éégﬁ@g natives.

17



Conversation Flow: Discussion Points

Generation X [...] is also known as

@ EE%@@ generation. The

companies that make you

é%é%@g natives were all founded
by people in generation X.

[Millennials havel an incredible
advantage [...] when it comes to social
media [...] because [they arel

éaga%@ﬁ natives.
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Main result:
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Main result:

-  Winners talk less about their own talking points
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Main result:

- Winners talk less about their own talking points;
- Winners address more of their opponents’ discussion points
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- Conversation flow features are predictive of winning the debate:
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Main result:

- Winners talk less about their own talking points;
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- Conversation flow features are predictive of winning the debate:

A 0% 100%
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Main result:

- Winners talk less about their own talking points;
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Conclusion

- Main contribution: Modeling idea flow
- Dataset: Intelligence Squared Debates (available online’)

-  Main observation: winners use interaction more.

GQuestions?

(check out our long paper poster, “Conversational Markers of Constructive Discussions’, today at 5:45, M30)



